
ASHBROOKE HOUSE 
&

SANDRA ROBINSON
+ HELEN MOORE

- Ceramics Workshop - 
March 8th - 10th 2019



www.ashbrookehouse.com 01

This specialised course offers a rare opportunity to work with two experienced 
contemporary ceramicists and Royal College of Art graduates, Helen Moore and 
Sandra Robinson, in an idyllic location. Helen and Sandra have excellent technical 
knowledge and experience in ceramics, so this is a superb setting within which to 
gain a comprehensive and exciting introduction to clay or expand and refine your 
knowledge and skill under a high student to tutor ratio.

Throughout the weekend, a range of techniques will be covered exploring sculptural 
ceramics in its broadest sense.  The pieces you will be guided to create can range from 
sculptural vessel forms to figurative ceramics through traditional and contemporary 
hand-building methods, including using formers and moulds, making and working with 
paper clay, coiling and slab building.

The course will be beneficial to those of all abilities and we would particularly like to 
encourage beginners to come and explore this fascinating medium. Hosted in the 
Tack Room at Ashbrooke House, the environment promotes the sharing of ideas, both 
during the course and over meal times.

A unique opportunity 



Sandra Robinson

Sandra Robinson graduated with a First-class honours at the 
University of Ulster before undertaking a Masters at the Royal 
College of Art in Ceramics and Glass, London in 2010-2012.   
Taking inspiration from mythical tales, biology and psychology, 
she explores the various constructs of self-identity through 
figurative ceramic sculpture and paintings. Using hand-building 
techniques such as coiling, slab work, mould making, paper clay 
and modelling, she creates figurative sculptures ranging from 3 
inches to 4 foot.  

Sandra runs a successful portraiture business offering 3D 
ceramic busts and paintings in oils and watercolour for public 
and private collections.  Furthermore, she tutors educational 
courses in sculptural ceramics, painting and portraiture as 
well as specialising in creative projects for people living with 
Dementia and Learning Difficulties.

Her expertise in constructing form and modelling details in clay, 
alongside her quiet and patient personality creates a supportive, 
encouraging and safe environment that brings out the best in 
participant’s creativity and skills development. 

Helen Moore

Helen Moore is a Belfast based Artist, working in the field of 
ceramics. Prior to her MA in Ceramics & Glass at the Royal 
College of Art in London, she was awarded a first-class Degree 
in Fine & Applied Art at the University of Ulster, Belfast, which 
followed an earlier academic career in the fields of History and 
Criminology.

Helen’s work ranges from large-scale, tactile porcelain 
wallscapes, comprised of multiple slip-cast forms, to smaller 
individual thrown-forms and three-dimensional sculptural 
pieces. She currently lectures part-time in Ceramics at Belfast 
Metropolitan College.

Helen’s approachable and outgoing personality, combined with 
her passion for, and knowledge of clay ensure that students of 
all levels will enjoy an exciting and memorable course.

Biographies

www.ashbrookehouse.com 02

sandra.robinson@network.rca.ac.uk
www.sandrarobinsonstudio.com
Facebook: Sandra Robinson Artist
Instagram: Sandra_art_Robinson

helen.moore@network.rca.ac.uk
Instagram: helen_moore_ceramics
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The Course

The course will focus on sculptural 
ceramics, exploring form through hand-
building techniques such as coiling, slab 
building, paper clay, press moulding and 
using formers. This is an opportunity 
to enhance your skills and knowledge 
through an ambitious and supportive 
weekend retreat.  

Demonstrations and one to one advice 
will be delivered throughout each 
day providing students with individual 
support and guidance. Participants will 
be encouraged to explore individual 
interests and broaden their creative 
horizons, leaving not only with beautiful 
objects, but also with a solid foundation 
for approaching future ceramic projects.

The Course will be broken into the 
following segments.

Saturday: Hand Building techniques 
using formers & press moulds.
Sunday: Introducing Porcelain Paper 
Clay.

Saturday

Participants will get to know the tutors through an informal presentation, gain insight 
into the techniques the weekend will cover and how historic and contemporary artists 
use them. 

Following this, the course will commence with traditional methods of coiling and slab-
building combined with moulds and formers.  These techniques can be applied to 
whichever sculptural form you choose, be it figurative, functional or abstract. 

Sunday

Sunday will introduce students to porcelain paper clay, a material created by adding 
paper fibres into the clay body, allowing it to be worked in ways that don’t quite fit the 
usual ceramic norms.  After being peeled off a plaster batt, this paper-thin clay creates 
beautiful translucent bowls, porcelain paintings or tea lights

The final two hours will provide students with the chance to explore surface decoration 
on their creations using slips and underglazes. The course ends at 4.30pm and is 
followed by tea and cake.

Following the course, all work will be fired and glazed, ready for collection (or delivery 
if based outside of Northern Ireland / Ireland, cost based on postage) in May.

The Course
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Accommodation

About 

Ashbrooke House is the Dower House for the Colebrooke Estate, which has been 
occupied by the Brooke family over 200 years. Formerly the home of Viscount 
and Viscountess Brookeborough, the house has recently been fully restored and 
refurbished to provide luxurious accommodation. 

Sleeping arrangements

Guests will be provided with their own room unless otherwise requested. We can 
accommodate a maximum of 16 persons and the bedrooms can be configured in a 
variety of ways so please make us aware of your requirements. 

 Bedrooms   
 2 x master super-king bedrooms 
 with large en-suites with roll top baths and walk-in showers. 
 2 x super-king bedrooms which can be converted to twin beds 
 with en-suite bath and shower.
 1 x super-king / twin bedroom 
 with disabled access shower room en-suite.
 3 x super-king / twin bedrooms 
 these rooms share a separate shower room and bathroom.

Catering and dietary requirements

The residential course is fully catered for with 3 meals per day including snacks and 
tea. 

Those on the non-residential course are provided with lunch, snacks, coffee and tea 
and have the option to stay for supper for an extra £25 per night. 

Please inform us of any dietary requirements in advance so we can prepare alternative 
options.
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Plus ones

Our attitude

We welcome ‘plus ones’. Whether your partner / 
friend is a painter, or not, there is plenty to do in 
and around Ashbrooke House. 

With 1,000 acres to play in, the immediate 
surroundings offer miles of rambling walks, cycle 
routes and outdoor activities. 

Further afield, there is much to explore from the 
historic town of Enniskillen to Lough Erne and the 
beaches of Donegal. 

Don’t hesitate to call us for more information. 

Plus ones are required to pay an additional 
£180pp. 
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Itinerary

Residential Guests are welcome to arrive on Friday afternoon, any time after 5pm, and 
dinner will be laid on.

Course days will be broken up into two sessions a morning session 10.00am to 1pm 
with a coffee break and an afternoon session 14.00pm to 16.30pm with a tea break. 
The course ends on Sunday at 4.30pm and guests are asked to leave after tea and 
cake.

All meals during the course will be at Ashbrooke House. Lunch will be a buffet and 
dinner home-cooked and eaten in the dining room.

Non residential course members should arrive at 10.00am on course days and will be 
served lunch and snacks.

Fees

The residential course prices vary from £350pp shared - £450pp single occupancy- 
depending on bedroom requirements (en-suites and double occupancy discounts etc) 
Please enquire for availability.

The non-residential course is £200pp.

Non-residential day guests will be charged £95 per day.

Equipment

All equipment will be provided including aprons, but it is advised that participants wear 
old clothing.

The nitty gritty



Contact us

Amanda Brooke | Miriam Coulter

hello@ashbrookehouse.com
+44 (0) 2889 531789
Amanda: +44 (0) 7790 549281
Miriam: +44 (0) 7493 058303

Location

Ashbrooke House
Brookeborough
Co. Fermanagh 
BT94 4GX
N. Ireland
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Belfast 
Intl Airport

80 minute drive

Belfast 
City Airport




